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The University of Missouri is partnered with  
College Pads to create an easy, safe, and reliable website 

for students to find off-campus housing and more! 

University Off-Campus 
Marketplace

Compare Rentals Browse Renter 
Resources

Find Roommates Post Subleases
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The properties listed on the off-campus housing marketplace are vetted before showing up on the site. You can easily 

search for and compare properties close to campus and use filters to find the place that bests fits your wants and 

needs, then reach out directly to different property owners in only a few clicks.

Compare Rentals
The properties listed on the off-campus housing 
marketplace are vetted before showing up on the site. 
You can easily search for and compare properties 
close to campus and use filters to find the place that 
bests fits your wants and needs, then reach out directly 
to different property owners in only a few clicks.

Renters Education

Watch a series of videos to help 

you prepare for what you may 

encounter when renting. Know 

what to look for on a lease, how 

to keep a security deposit, and 

everything else to consider when 

moving off-campus!
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8:30

Find Roommates
Whether you're looking for a 

roommate before signing a lease or 

need someone to share your 

current rental, the roommate board 

is a great place to start. Browse 

profiles, connect with other 

students, and find someone whose 

living preferences match yours. 

Post Subleases
If you need to vacate before your 

lease is up, or if you’re looking for 

short-term housing, subleasing to/

from another Mizzou student can 

be a smart way to go. You can find 

listings for those looking 

to sublet on the off-campus site.  
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College Pads surveyed 555 college students  
to get the tea on their living situations.


They collected the full off-campus breakdown: budgets, safety, stress levels, 

amenities, all of it. See below how your housing experience compares!

Student Data

Students 
Ideal Setup 
Apartment living with 
few roommates.

Apartment

Townhome

Student community

No preference

House

The Vibe?
65% of students surveyed said they 
are looking for an apartment, while 
55% said they prefer 0-1 roommates.

its time to break 
up with stress
Now that we know what students 
prefer, let’s talk about what’s not 
the vibe: STRESS


If housing feels overwhelming, that
unfortunately tracks.

College Pads helps take the 
stress out of the housing journey.

95% of students have 
experienced housing stress.

74% say it impacts academic 

or mental health.

apply filters. avoid chaos.
We are not carrying housing stress into another semester. You deserve 
housing that feels calm. With College Pads, you can filter the amenities you 
need, so you don’t accidentally rent a place that has no washer or dryer!

Top 3 amenities 
students want: 78%

Laundry
77%
WiFi

45%
Parking

you deserve  
the best
We ended the chaos with filters. 
Now let’s raise the standard. FYI, 
safety is NOT a bonus feature! And 1 in 4 feel stressed about safety concerns.

of students rank safety 
as extremely important

64%
prefer housing with 

security features

63%

Click here to view 
full infographic

College Pads provides vetted properties and allows 

you to see key security features, so you’re not risking 

your safety from a sketchy Facebook listing.  
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BUDGETING
Before you start applying for apartments, figure out what you 
can actually afford. Your future self (and your bank account) 

will thank you. Check out these budgeting tips and use the 
template below to build a monthly budget that works for you.

Monthly
BUDGET

income

Jobs

Family

aid

other

Amount
 fixed  expenses

rent

tuition & fees

groceries

car  payment

car  insurance

utilities

renters insurance

credit cards

cellphone

other

Amount


flexible  expenses

gas

laundry

school supplies

Rent


Pet Fees


Trash


Water


Electric/Heat


Renters Insurance


Parking


Splitting Costs with Roommates



Amount


other  expenses  

restaurants

clothing

entertainment

Amount
 savings  

Amount


+ Income   -expenses   = net income

Costs to 
consider
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Finding a 
Property

Now that you’ve got a budget set, it’s time to start looking for 
properties! Below are questions and things to think about 
when finding the right property for you. If you’re going to have 
roommates, consider putting together a list of needs, wants 
and nice-to-haves together. 

Questions to think about...
What amenities are 
essential versus  
nice-to-have?  
Determine what’s important
—laundry facilities, study 
lounges, gyms, or other 
amenities. Utilities: Ask which 
utilities are included in rent 
(water, electricity,  
gas, internet).  

how close do i need 
to be to campus or 
work?
Check access to public 
transportation, parking 
availability, and proximity to 
campus.  

are there any 
application fees?
Some apartments require an 
application fee.  
Additional Costs: 
Consider renters insurance, 
parking fees, or 
maintenance fees if 
applicable. 

Page 8



When searching for a rental property, be aware of potential scams. 
Below are 7 red flags to watch out for!

Rental Scams!

Legitimate addresses that 
are rented or listed by an 
individual that is not the 
owner or manager

Someone sends you 
money with the intent to 
send money back to them 

Fast responses on 
social media (roughly 
60 seconds or less) are 
typically bots

Rent price is too 
good to be true

The landlord is out of 
state or unable to give 
you a tour of the property

When you sublet from 
another person, make 
sure their name is on 
the lease

Communication is very formal and has 
a sense of urgency that causes panic 
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What exactly is a Lease Agreement?  
A contract between a landlord and a tenant  

that states what the tenant will pay. 

Understanding Leases

Property Management

The company that owns and/

or operates the property (similar to a 
landlord). They are typically responsible 
for maintenance, handling community 
complaints, and organizing events for 

the community. 

IMPORTANT TERMS

Admin/Application Fees 
Typically non-refundable fees paid to 
apply to the apartment and release 

any sensitive information such as 
credit; due at the time of application. 

Deposit

The amount due at move-in that 

covers potential damages and has the 
potential to be refunded at the end of 

the lease term. 

Base Rent

Monthly rent charge not including  

additional fees like amenities, trash, 
utilities, etc. 

Tenant

The person who is living  

in the apartment. 

Pro Rated

A discounted rent fee based on when a 
person moves in or other deals offered.

Co-Signer/Guarantor

A guarantor or cosigner signs onto the lease and assumes a form of liability for paying 

the rent. A cosigner is responsible from day one, while a guarantor is only liable to make 
payments when the resident can't or won't pay. A co-signer could be another person 

who lives in the space and is equally responsible for the financial obligations of the 
space. A guarantor does not live in the space but could become financially liable for 

the obligations if the main signatory is unable to uphold their agreement. 
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Questions to Ask Properties
Use the table on the next page to help answer these 

questions and compare properties you are interested in.

Costs & Payments
What is the cost of rent? 


Is there an application fee? If so, how much? 


What utilities are included? What utilities are not 

included? 


Is parking available? If so, is this an  

additional cost? 


Do you allow pets? If so, are there any restrictions 

or additional costs? 


What is due at the time of  

signing the lease?  Applications & FeesDo you conduct a credit check? 
Do you perform a background check? 
Do you require an guarantor? 

Is there any other information or supporting documentation needed when submitting an application? 
How quickly will I know if I am approved? 


Is renters insurance required? 

Property Specific
What is the lease length? Do you offer different 

lease terms? 


Are there any occupancy limits? 


What various floor plans or unit types are 

available at your property? 


Are you currently running any promotions? 


What amenities are included? 


What is security like on the property? 


Is guest parking available? 


Are locks changed between tenants? 


When is rent due and how do you submit it? 


Are there penalties for making late payments? 


What happens if I need to move out early?  

Is there a sublet policy? 
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Steps prior to Moving in
Set up any utilities ahead of time if necessary. Utilities could 

include Wi-Fi, electric, gas, garbage, and water. Check your lease 

and/or with your property management to ensure you 

know what’s needed. 


Get renters insurance. Your belongings are not covered by your 

property, so it is really important to set up a renter’s insurance 

policy in case anything happens to your belongings. Renter’s 

insurance is relatively affordable, and easy to set up.  


Verify the move-in date and process for your community as there 

may be specific expectations for how you approach your move-in. 


Sign a written roommate agreement (splitting rent, chores, etc.) 

with your roommates. Create your own with details that suit your 

group’s needs.  


Document the condition of the apartment. Take photos and 

document any damage or issues (scratches, paint chipping, 

broken fixtures) before moving in. 
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University of Missouri

Campus Core


College Avenue Corridor


Old Southwest

Neighborhoods
North Village Arts District


The District
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Properties
View all available off-campus properties at 

offcampus.missouri.edu

FEATURED PROPERTY
FEATURED PROPERTY

CAMPUS LODGE THE GRINDSTONE AT COLUMBIA

2900 Old 63 S, Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 282-7360

Top Amenities


3101 Old 63 S, Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 880-4465

Top Amenities


FEATURED PROPERTY
FEATURED PROPERTY

THE DEN STATE COLUMBIA

1412 Grindstone Plaza Drive 
Columbia, MO 65201


(573) 260-8987

Top Amenities


3600 Aspen Heights Parkway, 
Columbia, MO 65201


(573) 273-4609

Top Amenities


Furnished Unit Gym Onsite In-Unit Laundry
*

On-Site Laundry Pet Friendly Pool Wifi
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https://offcampus.missouri.edu
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/campus-lodge-7198
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/the-grindstone-at-columbia-6929
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Properties
View all available off-campus properties at 

offcampus.missouri.edu

FEATURED PROPERTY
FEATURED PROPERTY

ANTHONY PLACE CENTRAL HOUSE COLUMBIA

1312–1314 Anthony Street, Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 250-8041

Top Amenities


3200 Rock Quarry Rd, Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 279-1049

Top Amenities


FEATURED PROPERTY
FEATURED PROPERTY

ELEMENT DOWNTOWN ELEMENT TOWNHOMES

1221 E Walnut St Columbia, MO

(573) 698-0203

Top Amenities


400 W Old Plank Rd, Columbia, MO

(573) 770-2840

Top Amenities
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https://offcampus.missouri.edu
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/anthony-place-1312-1314-anthony-street-30047
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/central-house-columbia-29167
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/element-downtown-238474
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/element-townhomes-238475


Properties
View all available off-campus properties at 

offcampus.missouri.edu

FEATURED PROPERTY THE TODD
601 S 5th St, Columbia, MO 65201


(573) 261-5738

Top Amenities

3217 Old Highway 63 South, Columbia, MO

573-527-2917


Top Amenities


CANVAS TOWNHOME COLUMBIA
THE DOMAIN AT COLUMBIA

3100 E Stadium Blvd, Columbia, MO 65201

 (573) 245-8226

Top Amenities

GRAYSON AT COLUMBIA
2400 East Nifong Blvd, Columbia, MO 65201


 (573) 535-5781

Top Amenities

BROOKSIDE DOWNTOWN
219 S 9th St, Columbia, MO 65201


 (573) 400-4618

Top Amenities

THE LYFE @ MISSOURI
3904 Buttonwood Drive, Columbia, MO 65201


(573) 261-5553

Top Amenities

Page 19

https://offcampus.missouri.edu
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/the-todd-6702
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/canvas-townhomes-columbia-238473
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/the-domain-at-columbia-6568
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/grayson-at-columbia-29097
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/brookside-downtown-10019
https://offcampus.missouri.edu/city/columbia-mo/listing/the-lyfe-missouri-29115

